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A window on New Zealand

Imagine yourself in a working gold mine from 100 years ago.

Photo: Destination Coromandel

The historical and archaeological significance of
the Karangahake Mines makes the area nationally
significant for the conservation of our mining
heritage. The stories of iwi, hapi and whanau who
live here provide a connection to the long ancestry of
Maori occupation of Karangahake and their use of its
natural resources. A more recent history includes the
controversial acquisition of land by Pakeha settlers
in the late 1800s, who established a town and lived
here, working in the mines alongside Maori. The
stories from this time paint a picture of the emerging
egalitarianism, self-reliance and hard-work ethic that
is often credited to New Zealanders.
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Wildlife at Karangahake tells a story reflected across
the whole of New Zealand. Gone is the plentiful food
and habitat for animal life that native forests provide,
destroyed by fire or through the logging of the huge
native trees such as kauri, which would have dominated
the area over 100 years ago. Pest animals such as rats,
stoats and possums now roam the hills and make life
extremely hard for the remaining native wildlife. Birds
remaining in the area include the more common species
such as the ti, bellbird/korimako, grey warbler/riroriro
and piwakawaka/fantail. The kiwi, kokako and karearea

populations have long Bellbird/korimako.

since disappeared from
Karangahake.

Di o
iscover gold mining treasures. Photo: Destination Coromandel

Cover: Woodstock Battery. Cover inset: Get up close and personal
with the river gorge from the safety of the Windows Walk.
Photos: Destination Coromandel
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Karangahake

NEW ZEALAND’S GORGE OF GOLD

Hauraki/Coromandel
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Track grades

.x Walking track-well formed easy walks.

Short walks

Windows Walk 1 hr 30 min, 2.5 km (round trip)

See the very best Karangahake has to offer. The
Windows Walk boasts beautiful scenery and spectacular
mining remnants. Take a torch for mine tunnel
exploration. This walk features an information trail with
signage to help you enjoy a memorable trip.

A self-guide mobile app is also available, featuring
historic images and stories from Karangahake’s past.
Download the free My Parx app using your mobile
device (search the My Parx app for ‘Karangahake’).

Rail Tunnel Loop 1 hr 30 min, 2.5 km (round trip ) ﬂ

A loop walk takes you through the kilometre-long rail
tunnel (lighting is provided) along the river’s edge and
through the remains of 19th century mine buildings.
Please note that sections of this track are shared with
cyclists (see Hauraki Rail Trail information below).

Longer walks

Karangahake Mountain 4 hr, 4.3 km (return) .x

A network of tracks provides access to the summit and
the forested flanks of Karangahake Mountain. It takes
about 2 hrs 30 mins to reach the top, becoming steep
and exposed towards the top. A circuit can also be done
by taking the County Road Track around the mountain.

Karangahake Historic Walkway x
4 hr, 7 km (return)

Offering a pleasant day trip walking alongside the
Ohinemuri River, the Historic Walkway connects
Karangahake with the impressive rusting and
crumbling buildings and machines of the Victoria
Battery gold refinery complex, plus the tumbling
Owharoa waterfall in its scenic bush setting. There is a
café and railway station at Waikino. Please note that this

track is shared with cyclists (see below). % ) CamPsit;
et HERL N '

Band . R4
. . . 7 \ . A7
Hauraki Rail Trail - QT} ‘ ‘ Rarangahake utn
’ Woodstock 1
2) = - Underground  §'

Nga Haerenga/ -
. Iga Haerenga X0
National Cycleway  THENew ZEALAND CYCLE TRAIL PICKEY AT RO A w0

4/ Dickey Flat

1
This 82 km cycle trail passes directly through “ots o, X !
Karangahake. Get on the rail trail at Karangahake and :
travel north to Paeroa, or follow the Historic Walkway
to Victoria Battery and Waikino (a shared walking and
cycling track), which now extends to Waihi.

r . o
)/ Suharea Quarry“f'a ‘?n?fhelre Gor9® H'storic‘Na\:‘;
For more information about the Rail Trail, plt Fois 2 ST GO s,
visit www.haurakirailtrail.co.nz

Restrictions:

@ Bicycles are permitted on the Historic

‘Walkway only.
*\ Dogs on a leash are permitted on the E%W
7" Historic ‘Walkway and Crown Track. M 0 02 04 06 08 1km
—_— to Paeroa'/
7km
Other things to do in the area Places to eat OHINEMURI ESTATE
TALISMAN CAFE Winery/restaurant & accommodation
Karangahake is a perfect short stop or overnight recent ancestors, who cut timber and dug gold (Gluten free available) IP\)/iloresl;;g3 Szé{ARANGAHAKE
. . . . . : 07 862 8874
stay for travellers to the Coromandel, Walk.ato in pursuit of rlcbes. Their work lel.ct us a c.hanged Cramestie Repsmelke Fesame E: ohinemuriwines@paradisenetnz
and Bay of Plenty. A range of accommodation landscape, and in many cases their buildings SH2, KARANGAHAKE R T e
and dining options are available in Karangahake. and machines are left behind for us to explore. Ph: 07 862 8306 e
C . Jable at by Dickev Flat . . ) ) Open 7 days, gam - 4pm Accommodation
SpLie 1s el bils el Aesroy ey Il Waiorongomai: The historical spa town of KARANGALAKE GOLD N' VIEWS
Campsite (DOC). Accommodation, cafes and Te Aroha and the Waiorongomai goldfields WAIKINO STATION CAFE COTTAGE
restaurants can also be found in nearby Paeroa and make a great day trip. Explore the amazing SH2, WAIKINO 21 John Cotter Rd
gl . . 8 : KARANGAHAKE
Waihi. Piako County Tramway at Waiorongomai and R o7 ?63 8640 .
. he hi e th ¢ . b ided b . d d ibi h E: waikinocafe@gmail.com Ph: 0800 023 259
You can continue the historic theme o your visit at € gulded by storles and maps describing the Open 7 days, licensed, Bike hire www.goldnviewsbnb.conz
Victoria Battery with a ride on a mining tramway relentless search for gold here.
and tour of the underground kiln tunnels, and travel Waitawheta: Enjoy a relaxed walk along a Food and accommodation
on the vintage Goldfields Railway between Waikino restored kauri logging tramline as far as the AL 2 L Q
and Waihi K . i Bistro & accommodation
- replica logging bogie (tram cart), and learn how Opposite Owharoa Falls, 1 .
A variety of other (non-historical) attractions such kauri were logged and milled for timber 100 25 Waitawheta Road, NS n?EW fgfﬁ
as cycling, swimming, fishing and rock climbing in ears ago. WAIKINO
y_ K g’ W 9 g . g ¥ g Ph: 07 863 8770 « Plan ahead and prepare
the vicinity of Karangahake make for an enjoyable For more information about these destinations, k. i.nfo@f T - Travel and camp on
extended stay for all visitors. visit www.doc.govt.nz/kaimaiheritage o falloretrent ooy dl.lrable ground
Within an hour’s drive of Karangahake, you can visit “Diiggees elwasizpiveay
the Kaimai Heritage destinations of Waiorongomai +Leave what you find
. . + Minimise the eff fh
and Waitawheta. Alongside Karangahake, these iimise the eflects ot re
K . « Respect wildlife and
places demonstrate the ingenuity and hard work of farm animals
« Be considerate of others




