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Near Takaka

Paynes Ford Scenic Reserve (30 min)
Paynes Ford Scenic Reserve is located along State Highway 60, 
3 km south of Takaka. It takes its name from the original ford 
across the flood-prone Takaka River on the main road into 
Takaka. A modern bridge now replaces the ford.
With its impressive line of limestone bluffs emerging from a 
remnant patch of forest, Paynes Ford is one of New Zealand’s 
best rock-climbing areas. Climbers come from far and wide to 
enjoy the challenge of the sheer rock faces — these are definitely 
not for beginners!
Non-climbers will enjoy a visit to the reserve to picnic, swim, 
walk or watch the climbers. There is a large picnic area beside 
the highway bridge. At the southern end of this area is a toilet, 
where the Paynes Ford Tramline Track (a 30‑minute walk) 
begins.
The track provides access to the climbing areas and some 
excellent swimming holes in the Takaka River. It follows the 
line of a railway that operated between the early 1880s and 1905 
and was used to take timber from the Takaka valley down to 
Waitapu wharf.

No camping or fires are allowed in the reserve.

Rawhiti Cave route (1 hr)
From Takaka, drive east towards Pohara Beach. At Motupipi, 
turn right into Glenview Road and then left into Packard Road. 
Rawhiti Cave is signposted from near the end of Packard Road. 
A rough track follows the legal road through farm land to an 
informal car park. Please leave the gates as you find them. It 
takes approximately 15 minutes to drive from Takaka to the car 
park.
Just after you leave the car park you cross Dry River. After 
heavy rain, this river is prone to flooding: do not attempt 
to cross in these conditions. From here, the marked route 
continues up the valley for 30 minutes and turns sharply right. 
It then climbs steeply for a further 30 minutes, zigzagging up 
to the cave entrance. The last section of the track is steep and 
narrow; reasonable fitness and tramping experience is required 
for this section.

Rawhiti Cave has possibly the most diverse and extensive 
entrance and twilight‑zone flora of any cave in New Zealand. 
This flora influences the growth of calcium-based features 
in the cave; hence the stalactites on the cave ceiling grow 
outwards towards the sunlight. Some of the most significant 
features produced this way occur on the entrance slopes and 
cave floor, where they are usually overlooked and trampled 
by visitors. Ensure you stay on the formed track and viewing 
structure to protect these significant biokarst features.

The Grove Scenic Reserve (20 min)
From Takaka, drive north-east towards Pohara Beach. At Clifton 
turn right and follow the signs (for about 1 km) to a small car 
park and picnic area. From here a 20-minute walking track 
makes its way easily upwards to a viewing platform through 
a series of limestone blocks, some sculpted into wonderful 
shapes by water. The tentacle-like roots of northern rātā 

Rock crack at Grove Scenic Reserve. Photo: Garry Holz


